
PUGET SOUND HARBOR SAFETY COMMITTEE 
June 7, 2017 

 
John Veentjer called the meeting of the Puget Sound Harbor Safety Committee (PSHSC) to order at 
10:00 on June 7, 2017 at the Port of Tacoma, Fabulich Center.   
 
Voting Members Present:   Advisors Present: 
Environmental Lovel Pratt CG Sector Puget Sound CAPT Linda Sturgis 
Labor Vince O’Halloran Army Corps of Engineers John Pell 
Native American Laura Nelson NOAA Crescent Moegling 
Passenger Vsl Industry Jack Harmon WA Dept of Ecology Dale Jensen 
Puget Sound Pilots Captain Jostein Kalvoy MARAD Bob Loken 
Public Ports Keven Snyder    
Public at Large John Lauber   
Recreational Boaters    
Steamship Lines CAPT Mike Moore(CGRet) Marine Exchange  
Tug & Barge  John Veentjer  
State Ferry System  Polly Lynch  
Petroleum Industry Frank Holmes   
Information & Services CAPT John Veentjer(CGRet)   
Commercial Fishing James Mize   
Local Government Todd Hass   

 
Guests from Transport Canada  
Robert Dick (Pacific Region Commissioner) 
Yvette Meyer (TC Marine Safety) 
Ellen Burack (TC Environmental Policy) 
Patrick Higgins (local consulate) 
Bryce Campbell (local consulate) 

 
Others Present: 
Hail, CAPT Laird (CG Ret) USCG VTS Snyder, Keven NW Seaport Alliance 
Balding, CAPT Michael USCG Tarin, Todd Citizens For a Healthy Bay 
Kirtley, Eleanor Green Marine Jensen, CDR Darwin USCG 
Lupher, Tim USCG Dwyer, John USCG 
Tabisola, Joseph General Steamship Morris, Jim Witt O’Briens 
McFarland, Robert USCG Thompson, Sara DOE 
George, William National Cargo Wright, John Polar Tankers 
Gordon, Fred Port of Everett Nutt, Dan Kirby Offshore Marine 
Lablond, Rick Shell Trading Ferguson, CAPT Scott DOE 
Cross, Keven MEBA Sullivan, LCDR Christina USCG  
Le Cato, Joe Foss Schultz, Brad USACE 
Rebollo, Diane FMC Parks, Melissa Pew Charitable Trusts 
Hendriks, Paul Foss Brace, Sarah States/BC Oil Spill TF 
Kirk, Brian DOE Fu, LCDR Hsingyen USCG 
Lee, Craig CW Lee Marine LLC Blakesley, Chris Crowley 
Addington, Vince General Steamship Drennen, Andrew Polar Tankers 
Scheirman, Shadrack FMC Haseley, LT Kate USCG 

 
Roll Call and Introductions 
A quorum was present.  
John invited guest Robert Dick from Transport Canada to share with the group regarding the reason 
for their visit to the PSHSC meeting.  Mr. Dick stated in November 2016, the Canadian Prime Minister 
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announced a $1.5B plan called the Ocean Protection Plan. The overarching objective of the plan is to 
demonstrate we can increase our trade, which largely happens through the marine environment, while 
still fulfilling our obligation to protect the environment.  The plan will be implemented in a more 
inclusive and collaborative way.  With shared traffic, interests and marine environment this project will 
include a lot of cross border work.  Those present today from Transport Canada are here early in the 
process to make contacts with Federal and State entities, in particular the CG, NOAA, EPA as well as 
ECY and other state entities.  Mr. Dick thanked the committee for hosting them and looks forward to 
building these new relationships. 
 
Approval of Meeting Notes 
Notes from the April 5, 2017 meeting were approved. 
 
Coast Guard Sector Puget Sound Report 
 LT Kate Haseley presented the CG’s vessel transits report.  The Coast Guard report was 

distributed by email before the meeting and at the meeting and is to be posted to the PSHSC 
website. 

 Of special note:  March 25 a bulker experienced a loss of propulsion.  The Neah Bay tug was 
called but was unable to respond due to mechanical issues so another tug was utilized.  The 
bulker was escorted to Port Angeles 

 Some brief discussion ensued, in part for the benefit of our TC guests, regarding the ERTV and it 
use relative to any vessel, regardless whether bound of U.S. port or Canadian port. 

 April 22, Prince Rupert called Seattle VTS and passed that their radios had been down for about 
30 minutes.  They asked that Seattle listen for them and pass information on to the mariners.  A 
Seattle operator manned VHF 74.  Prince Rupert was back up in about 2 hours.  This highlights 
one of the benefits of the Cooperative VTS. 

 Laird Hail noted the Harbor Safety Plan standards of vessels at anchor apply to all anchorages 
throughout the Salish Sea area not just to Yukon anchorage. 

 Lovel Pratt asked that the TV MARE SICULUM venting incident (while at anchor at Vendovi 
Island) be addressed at the next PSHSC meeting.  

 CAPT Sturgis announced that CGHQ has identified money for a Port and Waterways Safety 
Assessment (PAWSA) in the region.  The money was initially target for PAWSA elsewhere in the 
country, but it could not be accomplished in the timeframe, thus making available the monies to 
our region’s proposed PAWSA project.  The only downside is that the money must be spent by 
September 30, 2018, thus we must begin ASAP.  The study will begin October 25 and 26 at 
Whatcom County EOC with a team from the Coast Guard Navigation Center and representatives 
from our maritime community.  The study participants will be limited to 30-40; however, the 
number of observers is unlimited.  More information will be forthcoming. 

 
Vessel Arrival Statistics – Passageline Data 
John Veentjer presented graphics of AIS passageline data.  Traffic remains stable with no significant 
change.  John addressed a question Lovel Pratt had asked him after the last meeting regarding his 
statement that tanker traffic had decreased in 2016.  What he was actually referring to was the 
Emergency Response Towing Vessel (ERTV) year which began July 1, 2016.  In CY16, tanker traffic 
was up slightly over previous year, but since the beginning of the current ERTV year, tanker traffic 
was down significantly from previous year.  In response to question from Lovel Pratt, John noted that 
the Marine Exchange records piloted vessel arrivals and that this does not include all ATBs as some 
are not piloted, consequently there was difference between Marine Exchange ATBs reported for 2016 
and higher number of ATBs noted in the State’s Vessel Entry and Transit (VEAT) Report for 2016.  
Consequently, the Marine Exchange will also be recording ATB arrivals using AIS.  (Note; this will not 
likely impact the passageline data as presented at HSC meetings, but only the report provided to ECY 
for the VEAT.) 
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US Army Corps of Engineers Seattle District Report 
• John Pell from the Corps highlighted work being done by the Corps and distributed the written 

report. The report will be posted on the PSHSC website. 
• No dredging at this time but dredging will resume later this fall when work windows open back up. 
• Assisted the Seattle police by removing some buoys that were being used for illegal mooring. 
• The Puget participated in a multiagency spill drill off Blake Island.  More information will be 

presented next meeting as this drill just happened yesterday. 
 
 
Whale Protection Initiative 
• John V noted that this was on the agenda just to let the group know that there are a number of 

initiatives in progress toward whale protection. 
• One of the initiatives is that of the Enhancing Cetacean Habitat and Observation (ECHO) 

Program, a Vancouver Fraser Port Authority-led initiative aimed at better understanding and 
managing the impact of shipping activities on at-risk whales throughout the southern coast of 
British Columbia. There will be a voluntary slowdown in Haro and Boundary as part of a project to 
determine the relationship between vessel speed and underwater noise that might be impacting 
whales.  Between August 7 and October 6, 2017, all vessels transiting Haro Strait are requested 
to reduce their speed to 11 knots.  The purpose of the trial is to better understand and measure 
the level of noise reduction which is achieved through reduced vessel speed. During the trial 
period, the ECHO program team will use AIS to monitor and measure commercial vessel 
participation rates, and hydrophones to assess the impact of reducing vessel speed on 
underwater noise.  Read more at https://www.portvancouver.com/environment/water-land-
wildlife/marine-mammals/echo-program/. 

 
Salish Sea Workshop/VTRA 2015 Update – Sara Thompson, Department of Ecology 
• Sara’s presentation can be viewed on the PSHSC website.  In her presentation, Sarah went over 

the final nine risk mitigation measures (RMMs) recommended by the Salish Sea Workshop.  The 
proposal is to establish a subcommittee to address RMMs, particularly those best suitable to 
standards of care.  This subcommittee would also be responsible for reviewing the Harbor Safety 
Plan and recommending revisions where appropriate.  

• Scott Ferguson noted that a focus sheet which includes background information and results from 
the Vessel Traffic Risk Assessment (VTRA) 2015 update study can be found on Ecology’s 
website.  The Ecology website is transitioning in July and new links will be shared with everyone.  
The website should still be accessible up through the transition and he encouraged the group to 
have a look at the focus sheet. 

• John Veentjer reminded those present that the PSHSC does not have the authority to write law or 
regulation. The HSC can only produce standards of care (SOC) that are voluntary.  The HSP is a 
compilation of procedures and voluntary standards of care that we believe are good for this region.  
We generally operate by consensus and so when a SOC is developed, whether by a standing 
subcommittee or adhoc subcommittee, it is brought back to the full HSC for final approval and 
adoption. The new standing SOC subcommittee would start by looking at the RMMs considered or 
proposed by the VTRA or the Salish Sea workshop, would develop SOC proposals and bring them 
back to the committee for the HSC for consideration and approval.  The new standing 
subcommittee would likely be co-chaired by the Department of Ecology and a voting member of 
the HSC.  To start the process, John asked those interested in being on the subcommittee to 
email him.   

• James Mize noted his concern regarding the term “require” being used in a Standard of Care as 
proposed in the presentation by Ecology.  He recommended anyone developing a new SOC 
remember to use terms such as recommend rather than require.  Both John and Sara agreed and 
noted that was the intent. 

 

https://www.portvancouver.com/environment/water-land-wildlife/marine-mammals/echo-program/
https://www.portvancouver.com/environment/water-land-wildlife/marine-mammals/echo-program/
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Harbor Safety Plan Update  
The 2017 updated HSP is ready to be posted with a few minor changes.  It should be up within a 
week. 

 
Standing Committee Reports 
Membership – a few people will be leaving the committee.  We will have openings at Citizen at Large, 
Passenger Vessels, Tribes, Recreational Boating. 
• Still looking for Citizen at Large by the end of the year.   
• Jack Harmon and Jeramey Johnson from Arrow Launch have volunteered to represent Passenger 

Vessels.  John asked Jack to sit at the table for this meeting. 
• John will bring to the next meeting the names of those interested in serving on the HSC so please 

let him know if you have anyone interested. 
• John would like to see a primary and at least one alternate for positions to allow segment 

representation to be present at each meeting.   
• Dues invoices were sent out and most have been paid; a few are still outstanding.   
 
Other Business 
• Steering Committee – The steering committee met recently from which most of today’s agenda 

other than the routine was developed.  Also discussed subcommittee approach mentioned above. 
 

• Future meeting topics  
 Mike Moore suggested getting someone from the Northwest Seaport Alliance to present at a 

future meeting. 
 Green Marine – Eleanor Kirtley has agreed to come and give a presentation about the Green 

Marine program. 
 Jan Newton from University of Washington and the Executive Director of NANOOS (Northwest 

Association of Networked Ocean Observing Systems) has volunteered to give a presentation 
regarding what NANOOS does for vessel and waterways safety. 

 John Lauber recommended a Safety and Risk Management presentation that he had recently 
heard.  The person who gave this presentation has already indicated a willingness to do so.  
He lives in Oklahoma so this could be something that gets added in the future.  John Lauber 
will draft a letter for John V to send and also reach out directly to get this scheduled maybe for 
October of this year. 

 Mike Moore suggested we get Transport Canada to give us a presentation on Oceans 
Protection Plan (OPP).  Our Canadian visitor indicated this to be possible. 

 Lovel Pratt suggested a presentation on findings from the acoustic studies regarding whales. 
 
Maritime Commons 
John noted that Maritime Commons is an outstanding (online) newsletter put out by the Coast Guard 
and highly recommend that those who are interested in significant CG maritime safety happenings 
subscribe.  John will send out a subscription link. 
 
Member and Advisor Reports 
Coast Guard – Captain Michael Balding, Deputy Sector Commander, was introduced and made some 
remarks. 
Environmental – Lovel Pratt announced that the Puget Sound Partnership Ecosystem Coordination 
Board will be meeting June 15 in Edmonds.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:50.  Next Meeting: Wednesday, August 2nd at Federal Center South 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by:  Polly Lynch, Recorder 


