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RE: Southern Resident Killer Whales Workshop - December 11, 2018

I am writing to invite you to an information session and workshop Transport Canada
will be hosting on the afternoon of December 11, 2018, in support of Southern Resident
Killer Whales (SRKW) recovery.

As you may be aware, in November 2016, the Government of Canada launched the
national Oceans Protection Plan (OPP), which includes funding for research and
engagement to inform the development of a strategy on how to address underwater noise
from vessels affecting SRKW. In June 2018, the Government of Canada announced the
Whales Initiative, which builds on OPP and contains several measures aimed at
addressing the key threats to the species. As part of this initiative, a trial was conducted
in the Strait of Juan de Fuca earlier this year to shift vessels moving within the shipping
lanes away from key SRKW foraging areas.

On October 31, 2018, the Government announced additional funding and measures to
further protect SRKW. One of the key actions is to work in collaboration with
stakeholders and Indigenous communities to implement additional measures to reduce
the impact of underwater vessel noise on SRKW.

Building on the work done to date, we would like to share information on recent actions
and begin exploring with you how we can shape implementation of measures to support
recovery of the SRKW population, including measures that may take place in
transboundary waters shared with the United States. The event will take place at the
Pilchuck Event Center in Marysville, WA., following the joint PACMARJHarbour
Safety Committee meeting. Lunch will be provided.

Please RSVP to TC.OPPBCReg-PPOCBEnreg.TC(tc.gc.ca by November 28, 2018.
Additional materials will be circulated before the meeting.

We very much look forward to working with you collaboratively on this important issue.

vette M
Executive Director, Oceans Protection Plan
Transport Canada, Pacific Region / Government of Canada

C Iianaa

Sincerely,


