
Sec. 206 Report on Vessel Traffic 
Safety

Scope
Initial Scope Assumption/Universe (Include 
potential search terms) Goal (What answer or problem are we hoping to 

answer through the literature review?)

a) Worldwide incident and spill data 
for ATBs and other towed 
waterborne vessels or barges

Search and summarize current, existing incident and 
spill data for ATBs, towed vessels or barges. * In the 
research apply the definition of ATB and waterborne 
vessel in the bill. Purchasing data sets is acceptable if 
necessary.

Develop a high level summary of vessel 
incidents and spills. Requires search for data 
not held by Ecology

Goal: Characterize at a high level the available data for 
incidents and oil spills involving ATBs and other towed 
waterborne vessels or barges as defined in the bill.  
Discuss the geographic distribution of data, and 
differences in data timeframes and units of 
measurement.  To the extent possible, describe trends 
in incidents and oil spills and compare the data and 
trends to available data/trends for other types of 
vessels (e.g., tank ships, cargo ships). 

b) Transport of bitumen & diluted 
bitumen

Describe the three current mechanisms of transporting 
bitumen and diluted bitumen in the Salish Sea and 
Puget Sound area (vessel, pipeline and rail), in a 
relatively short manner. Provide volumes of product 
transported as information allows and exists.

Requires data search and analysis for volumes 
of bitumen and diluted bitumen transported in 
and near Salish Sea and Strait of Juan de Fuca 
by vesel, rail and pipeline.  Ecology has good 
data but additonal search and analysis is 
needed.

Goal: Provide a thorough understanding of the volumes 
of bitumen and diluted bitumen transported via vessel, 
rail and pipeline in and near the Strait of Juan de Fuca 
and Salish Sea.

 

c) Emerging trends in vessel traffic

Using current, existing data describe emerging trends 
for all types of vessel traffic (tank and cargo ships), 
including how ship size is changing, and future planned 
facilities in the Salish Sea area

Vessel traffic trends can answer using VEAT 
data. Future trends are broad, requires 
research on ship size trends and future 
planned facilities.

Goal:  Use historical data to describe the changes in 
Puget Sound Salish Sea vessel traffic in terms of 
numbers, types, and size for the last 10 years and use 
projected port growth to predict the trends in the next 
5 to 10 years.

d) Tug escorts for oil tankers, ATB, 
and other towed waterborne vessels 
or barges, including a review of 
requirements in California and Alaska

Describe existing requirements at the Federal and state 
levels for tug escorts of oil tankers, ATBs and other 
waterborne vessels or barges, including a review and 
comparison of requirements in California, Alaska, 
Massachusetts and British Columbia. * In the research 
apply the definition of ATB and waterborne vessel in the 
bill.

Legal review of Federal and state requirements A description of current state and federal tug escort 
requirements for tank vessels, determine whether they 
reduce spill risk, and, if risk is reduced, 
recommendations for new or improved tug escort 
requirements for Washington State.

e) Tug capability requirements to 
ensure safe escort of vessels, 
including manning and pilotage 
needs.

Describe requirements for tug capabilities needed to 
ensure the safe escort of vessels, including manning and 
pilotage needs.

Can answer using existing documentation 
about tug escort capabilities (Puget Sound, 
California, Massachusetts, Alaska, British 
Columbia)

An assessment of, and recommendations for, the 
necessary physical capabilities and manning levels of 
tugs performing escort duties for tank vessels in 
Washington State. 
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f) An emergency response system in 
Haro Strait, Boundary Pass, and 
Rosario Strait, similar to the system 
implemented by the maritime 
industry pursuant to RCW 88.46.130;

Describe the current emergency response system at 
Neah Bay, including industry management of it and 
contingency plan requirements for it, tug capabilities, 
requirement for drills and reports on its use. Describe 
the history of its use. Also describe how a similar 
Emergency Response System could apply to 
Haro/Boundary/Rosario.

Description of current system at Neah Bay. 
Describe how a similar system could apply to 
Haro/Boundary/Rosario.

Summarize the Neah Bay ERTV system including history 
of use, tug capabilities, and contingency plan and drill 
requirements.  Assess the potential for a similar system 
in Haro/Boundary/Rosario.  

g) Difference between locations and 
navigational requirements for vessels 
transporting petroleum

Describe the difference between Canadian and US 
water ways management and pilotage.

Describe existing laws authorizing VTS, CVTS, 
PSP, PPA and related guidance. Key words: 
pilotage, traffic management, navigation

 Summarize the existing pilotage and traffic 
management systems currently in place in the US and 
Canada.  Discuss how the US and Canadian laws and 
practices interact with each other. Describe synergies 
between the two systems as well as possible areas for 
improved coordination.  

h) Economic impact of proposals for 
tug escorts and limitations on vessel 
size

Conduct an economic impact assessment (not a cost 
benefit analysis).

In development

i) Situations, where oils, depending 
on their qualities, weathering, 
environmental factors, and method 
of discharge, may submerge or sink in 
water.

Using current, existing data, describe the situations with 
Puget Sound and the Salish Sea where oils depending 
on their qualities, weathering, environment, discharge 
method may sink or submerge.

Describe scientific information on physical, 
chemical, and biological processes that 
contribute to oil weathering.  
Describe characteristics of Puget Sound and 
Salish Sea that affect weathering.
Key words: sinking oil, submerged oil, sunken 
oil, oil weathering

Assess existing data to describe situations in Puget 
Sound and the Salish Sea where oils may sink or 
submerge considering factors of weathering, 
environment, discharge method, and oil qualities.  

Other Vessel Traffic Management and 
Safety Recommendations

To be considered at a later time after initial write-ups. TBD
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