
 

 Reducing disturbance from underwater vessel noise by: 

o Imposing a new mandatory requirement for all vessels (including recreational 

boats) to stay at least 200 metres away from killer whales, effective July 11, 

2018; 

 

 
 

 

 
 

SOUTHERN RESIDENT KILLER WHALE – BACKGROUNDER ON ACTIONS TO DATE 
 
The Southern Resident Killer Whale (SRKW) is an iconic species that faces an imminent 

threat to its survival and recovery. The key threats relate to: lack of availability of prey 
(mainly Chinook salmon); acoust ic (noise) and physical disturbance from marine vessels; 

and contaminants in the ecosystem.  

 
In late 2016, the launch of the $1.5 billion Oceans Protection Plan included, among 

other things, funding for the development of a strategy to address underwater noise 

from vessels affecting Southern Resident Killer Whales. The Government of Canada also 
conducted science-based reviews on the effectiveness of recovery measures to date 

for three whales including Southern Resident Killer Whales. This work led to “What We 
Heard Reports”, the Southern Resident Killer Whale Symposium in 2017, and ult imately 

the Whales’ Init iative described below.  

 
In June 2018, the Government of Canada launched the $167 million Whales Init iative. 

Key measures related to SRKW include: 
 

 Improving prey availability for the Southern Resident Killer Whales by: 

o Reducing the total fishery removal for Chinook salmon by 25-35 per cent, to 
help increase prey availability; 

o Implementing fishery closures in specific areas where  whales forage for 

food by closing these areas to recreational finfishing and commercial 
salmon fishing; and 

o Increasing scient ific research, monitoring and controls of contaminants in 
whales and their prey, and funding addit ional research on prey availability. 

 

http://www.tc.gc.ca/en/campaigns/protecting-coasts.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/transport-canada/news/2018/06/the-government-of-canada-takes-immediate-action-to-protect-endangered-whales-through-the-oceans-protection-plan.html


 

 

 

 
 

 
o Asking vessels to move further away from key foraging grounds within 

shipping lanes of the Strait  of Juan de Fuca, with the help of the U.S. Coast 

Guard, and partnering with the Vancouver Fraser Port Authority Enhancing 
Cetacean Habitat and Observation (ECHO) program on a voluntary vessel 

slowdown in Haro Strait  starting in July 2018; 

o Working with BC Ferries to develop a noise management plan to reduce 
underwater noise impacts of its fleet on killer whales; and 

o Developing the necessary tools to implement mandatory measures where 
needed to reduce noise from vessel t raffic, such as legislat ion if required. 

 

 Enhancing monitoring under the water and in the air by: 
o Adding to the under-water hydrophone network in the Salish Sea to  better  

measure noise impacts and track the noise profile of individual vessels; and 
o Increasing aerial surveillance patrols through the Transport Canada’s National 

Aerial Surveillance Program, and Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s Fisheries 

Aerial Surveillance and Enforcement Program to better monitor and enforce 
new measures. 

 

 Encouraging compliance and strengthening enforcement by: 
o Investing in education and awareness among recreational boaters to reduce 

their impact on the whales by providing, for example the Cetus Research and 
Conservation Society with  funding of up to $415,000 for three years to deliver 

the Straitwatch program; 

o Adding more fishery officers on the water to verify compliance with approach 
distances and disturbances and harassment provisions of the regulat ions and 

enforce fisheries closures; and 
o Enhancing strong enforcement of environmental regulat ions to reduce 

contaminants affecting the killer whales. 

 
 Building partnerships for addit ional action 

 

 

 



 

 

 

In late October 2018, in response to the imminent threat faced by SRKW, the Government 

launched significant addit ional measures to enable a more comprehensive and 

aggressive approach to mit igating the main threats facing the Southern Resident Killer 

Whales, and better promote the survival and recovery of this endangered populat ion. 

Measures include: 

 Continuing to identify and protect new areas of habitat necessary for survival or 

recovery of the Southern Resident Killer Whale Populat ion; 

 Introducing important measures aimed at protecting and recovering Chinook 

salmon stocks that are significant for the Southern Resident Killer Whales; 

 Expanding the vessel slowdowns to further reduce underwater noise; 

 Developing agreements with ferry operators and other marine industry partners to 

formalize current voluntary measures to reduce noise; 

 Expanding vessel monitoring systems and capabilit ies to develop real t ime ability to 

avoid whale encounters and providing funding to Ocean Wise for the development 

and deployment of a Whale Report Alert  System; 

 Launching consultat ion with marine industry on development and implementation 

of Noise Management Plans; 

 Advancing feasibility work on one or more South Resident Killer Whale sanctuaries 

within sub-areas of crit ical habitat the whales use for foraging; and 

 Enhancing regulatory control of five key organic pollutants, including two flame 

retardants to lessen contaminants impacting these whales. 

 

 

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/fisheries-oceans/news/2018/10/government-of-canada-taking-further-action-to-protect-southern-resident-killer-whales.html


 

 

 

As part of this work, Transport Canada, in partnership with other federal departments, as 

well as Indigenous Peoples and marine stakeholders, will examine the feasibility of 

amending the design of Traffic Separation Schemes in shared waters in support of 

Southern Resident Killer Whale protection and recovery. Transport Canada will involve 

partners early in this process to ensure that all priorit ies are considered and that key 

themes and quest ions are identified so that solut ions are safe, sust ainable and efficient. 

 


