
PUGET SOUND HARBOR SAFETY COMMITTEE 
April 3, 2019 

 
John Veentjer called the meeting of the Puget Sound Harbor Safety Committee (PSHSC) to order at 
11:00 on April 3 at Foss Maritime at Terminal 5. 
 
 
Voting Members Present:   Advisors Present: 

Environmental Lovel Pratt CG Sector Puget Snd CAPT Linda Sturgis 
Labor Vince O’Halloran Army Corps of Eng John Hicks 
Native American Chad Bowchop NOAA  
Passenger Vsl Industry Jeramey Johnson WA Dept of Ecology Sara Thompson 
Puget Sound Pilots Eric von Brandenfels MARAD  
Public Ports Russ Read    
Public at Large Bill George   
Recreational Boaters Tracy McKendry   
Steamship Lines CAPT Mike Moore (CGRet) Marine Exchange  
Tug & Barge Mark Homeyer John Veentjer  
State Ferry System Robert Price Polly Lynch  
Petroleum Industry Dan Kovacich   
Information & Services CAPT John Veentjer(CGRet)   
Commercial Fishing James Mize   
Local Government    
 
 
Others Present: 
Balding, CAPT Mike USCG Snyder, Keven NW Seaport Alliance 
Campbell, Bryce Canadian Consulate Berkowitz, Rich Transportation Institute 
Costanzo, Charlie AWO Bever, Jamie Pilotage Commission 
Cozzolino, Michael Braemar Sullivan, LCDR Christina USCG 
Cross, Kevin MEBA McFarland, Robert USCG 
Esser, Marcia  Zappen, Jeff USCG 
Madura, Ed Port of Everett Goodwin, Kelli Port of Seattle 
Mantha, Ian Transmarine Coller, Nate Crowley Marine Services 
Dwyer, CAPT John (CGRet) USCG Kohlhass, Sol  Marathon Petroleum 
Shrewsbury, Russell Western Towboat Wu, LTJG Ellie USCG 
Hail, CAPT Laird (CGRet) USCG VTS Lupher, Tim USCG 
Peschel, Jim Vane Line Bunkering White, Derrick Crowley Marine Services 
O’Brien, Joe NW Seaport Alliance Tabisola, Joseph General Steamship 
Mihok, Jason Victoria Clipper Goodwin, Kelli Port of Seattle 
Kirtley, Eleanor Green Marine Watts. LT Brian USCG 
Gardiner Cox, Pete Witt O’Brien’s Hamilton, LCDR Amy USCG 
Brodskaia, Luba Crowley Marine Services Bischoff, Harry Holland America Group 
    
 
 
 
Roll Call and Introductions 
A quorum was present.  
 
Approval of Meeting Notes 
Notes from the March 6 meeting were approved.  
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Coast Guard Sector Puget Sound Report 
Captain Sturgis welcomed Jeff Zappen (retired CWO) who has returned as the new civilian waterways 
specialist.  There will be a lot of transfers this year.  CDR Darwin Jensen is moving on to be 
Commanding Officer in Lake Charles, LA.  CDR Nate Menefee will be replacing CDR Jensen in June.  
Recently promoted CAPT Burdian is moving on to become Captain of the Port in Miami.   
 
• LTJG Ellie Wu presented the CG’s vessel transits report.  The Coast Guard report was distributed 

by email before the meeting and presented at the meeting and is to be posted to the PSHSC 
website.  Of special note: January 15 a southbound tug in Rosario Strait lost propulsion and 
started to drift south towards Buckeye shoals.  VTS intervened and was able to get a tug assist 
and get the vessel under control.   

• Captain Sturgis gave a brief explanation of why the ERTV was hired in March.  There was a 
vessel with intermittent propulsion problems and they voluntarily self-hire the ERTV to provide an 
escort.  Eventually a COTP order was issued; there is always a COTP order whenever there is 
reduced propulsion. 

• There are several significant marine events coming up.  On May 31 and June 2 there will be a 
large human propulsion race from Tacoma up to Port Townsend.  A lot of these participants 
continue on in the Race to Alaska June 3-4. 

• Lovel Pratt asked that incidences in Haro and Boundary somehow be noted by USCG to indicate 
the data is lacking Canadian input.  Her concern is that people not familiar with this report, when 
posted to the website, could assume the data reflects all incidences in US and Canada.  

 
US Army Corps of Engineers Seattle District Report 
• John Hicks from the Corps highlighted work being done by the Corps. The report will be posted on 

the PSHSC website. 
• Dredging is complete. 
• The Puget will go to dry dock starting in May of 2019.  She will be out for two months.  A backup 

debris vessel is available for emergency removal. 
• Dredging in the Duwamish and Everett in the fall.  Bellingham will be done for the first time in 14 

years.   
• Slowly been metering Lake Washington up to summer refill level. 
• Routing lock closures will occur in October through November this year. 
• This report will be available on the website. 
 
 
Vessel Arrival Statistics – AIS Passageline Data 
• John noted the vessel arrival/crossing line data remains relatively steady or slightly declining in 

most areas based on the AIS passagelines.   
• Strait of Juan de Fuca shows a slight decrease overall in the trend line in the number of deep draft 

vessels over the period shown; however, we have seen a slight growth in this last year.   
• Haro Strait shows an increase overall which appears to be somewhat seasonal and due to the 

increase in passenger vessels, probably more whale watching boats.  Trendline at NW end of 
Boundary Pass appears flat.  Rosario north shows slight decline.  Admiralty trend line shows an 
overall decline.   

• Arrivals of ATBs are flat and show a decline overall in the last couple of years. 
• These graphics will be available on the website. 
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Revisions and updates to the Harbor Safety Plan – John Veentjer  
• John Veentjer noted that the revision regarding the Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary was 

approved at the last meeting and is now posted to the HSP on the website.  An update to the plan 
itself and some revisions are still being worked on.  Revisions to the plan can be made any time of 
the year but we strive for revision and posting by June.  The HSP is not available as a hard copy; 
download and print if desired.  Typically the HSP plan is sent out electronically by agents to ships 
before their arrival in Puget Sound.  We need to work on our communications plan to ensure that 
the HSP is being brought to the attention of all appropriate parties. 

• John mentioned that Todd Hass is working on an SOC for transducer settings to reduce impact of 
vessel noise on whales.  Todd is seeking workgroup members to review and comment on the draft 
SOC that he is preparing.    

• Charlie Costanzo presented a draft SOC regarding towing vessel bollard pull certification and 
recertification.  The towing industry and Puget Sound Pilots have been working on this together.  
Pilots need updated bollard pull information to ensure capabilities are unchanged.  Charlie hopes 
to have the SOC finished and ready to be voted on next month.   

 
General Discussion – Future HSP SOC Workgroups 
Lovel Pratt suggested the HSP include an SOC on Southern Resident Killer Whales that would 
include what should be done if SRKW are present.  Fred Felleman noted he would be working with 
another group to develop such a SOC and would hope the HSC would review it for possible inclusion 
in the HSP.  Mike Moore stated he didn’t think the HSC is the right fit to head up this particular issue.  
There is a lot of work being done up in Canada.  They have a lot of data on vessel slowdowns and 
other mitigation efforts.   Along with the state SRKW Taskforce there are a lot of other groups doing 
work that the HSC does not need to duplicate.  John Veentjer suggested an updated ECHO 
presentation could be given to the HSP or to any other groups working on the SRKW issues.  Chad 
Bowechop mentioned the Makah have treaty right interests invested in this subject and they want to 
make sure their treaty interests are presented in the appropriate forum. 
 
New Joint PACMAR/PSHSC Meeting 
The next Joint PACMAR/PSHSC meeting date has not been determined.  Currently looking at the 
possibility of holding on June 11th. (Post meeting note: now looking at July 10). 
 
Standing Committee Reports 
• Admin –   James Mize will be the Secretary Treasurer.   
• PSHSC Meetings will remain on the same schedule in 2019.   
• Invoices for voluntary dues have been sent out.  Mike Moore noted we need to continue to 

properly fund the Marine Exchange for all they are doing for the committee.   
 
Operations – Mike Moore noted the Canadian government should be announcing something soon 
regarding the Transmountain Pipeline project.  HB1578 would lead to an adjustment to the tug escort 
SOC.  Level of activity in bunkering could change with the worldwide move to 0.5 sulphur fuels as of 
January 1, 2020.  Puget Sound Clean Air Agency assessment of the Tacoma LNG project concluded 
the project was an overall benefit in greenhouse gas emissions. 
 
Members and Advisors Reports 
• Sara Thompson – Department of Ecology has information on ERTV on their site.  They also tweet 

about ERTV activity.  The 2019 Vessel Entries and Transits (VEAT) report is now available on the 
website. 

• Lovel Pratt – San Juan County MRC just completed two studies involving cost analysis for (1) oil 
spill impacts and (2) an additional ERTV in the San Juans. 

• Tracy McKendry – noted guest moorage was up at the various marinas.  Live aboard list is still 
very popular. 
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• Mike Moore – ERTV compliance group will be working a bid process as there is one year left on 
the current contract for the ERTV. 

 
Other Business 
• The National Harbor Safety Committee Conference in Houston will be held June 25-27.  Please 

consider sponsoring and/or attending the conference. 
• The next emergency preparedness meeting to discuss how we in the maritime community will 

communicate with each other in an emergency will take place in early May. Captain Sturgis 
encouraged everyone to send a representative to this upcoming meeting.   

• Vince O’Halloran noted the proposed relocation of the National Guard armory near Terminal 90-91 
to Bend, OR.  The move is being proposed because of concerns of not being able to drive in or 
out of Seattle in an emergency. 
 

Meeting adjourned at Noon.  Next Meeting: Tuesday, June 4 at the Port of Tacoma. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by:  Polly Lynch, Recorder 


