
PUGET SOUND HARBOR SAFETY COMMITTEE 
August 2, 2017 

 
John Veentjer called the meeting of the Puget Sound Harbor Safety Committee (PSHSC) to order at 
10:00 on August 2, 2017 at the Federal Center South Galaxy Room.   
 
Voting Members Present:   Advisors Present: 
Environmental Chris Wilke CG Sector Puget Sound CAPT Linda Sturgis 
Labor Vince O’Halloran Army Corps of Engineers John Pell 
Native American Chad Bowechop NOAA  
Passenger Vsl Industry  WA Dept of Ecology Scott Ferguson 
Puget Sound Pilots Captain Jostein Kalvoy MARAD  
Public Ports Russ Read    
Public at Large John Lauber   
Recreational Boaters Tracy McKendry   
Steamship Lines CAPT Mike Moore(CGRet) Marine Exchange  
Tug & Barge Monte Crowley John Veentjer  
State Ferry System Robert Price Polly Lynch  
Petroleum Industry Frank Holmes   
Information & Services CAPT John Veentjer(CGRet)   
Commercial Fishing James Mize   
Local Government Todd Hass   

 
 
Others Present: 
Hail, CAPT Laird (CG Ret) USCG VTS Snyder, Keven NW Seaport Alliance 
Doris, Master Chief Brenda USCG Wear, Craig Transmarine Navigation 
Kirtley, Eleanor Green Marine Jensen, CDR Darwin USCG 
Nelson, Laura Makah Dwyer, CAPT John(CGRet) USCG   
Tabisola, Joseph General Steamship Morris, Jim Witt O’Briens 
McFarland, Robert USCG Thompson, Sara ECY 
George, William National Cargo Sullivan, LCDR Christina USCG  
Madura, Ed Port of Everett Gee, Bonnie Chamber of Shipping BC 
Nelson, Phil Council of Mariners Garcia, Nevin Foss Maritime 
Pawlicki, Pete Kirby Offshore Marine Blakesley, Chris Crowley 
Kirk, Brian ECY Watts, LT Bryan USCG 
Pratt, Lovel Friends of the San Juans Wu, LTJG Ellie USCG 
Pearson, Susan SDDC   
 
 
Roll Call and Introductions 
A quorum was present.  
John introduced the new Coast Guard District 13 Commander RDML David Throop.  RDML Throop 
thanked the committee for their leadership and contribution towards keeping the region safe.  He 
thanked the Makah for being a consistent member of the committee.  He encouraged the group to 
apply for Harbor Safety Committee of the Year.  RDML Throop encouraged all stakeholders to 
participate in the upcoming PAWSA.   
 
Approval of Meeting Notes 
Notes from the June 7, 2017 meeting were approved with Lovel Pratt’s requested amendment 
regarding ATBs included in the final draft. 
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Coast Guard Sector Puget Sound Report 
 LTJG Ellie Wu presented the CG’s vessel transits report.  The Coast Guard report was distributed 

by email before the meeting and presented at the meeting and is to be posted to the PSHSC 
website. 

 Of special note:  On June 10 a container ship was transiting inbound to Port Angeles pilot station 
and had slowed down to 1.1 knots.  After talking to the MCTS center at Prince Rupert and to the 
pilot once onboard, it was determined that the vessel was doing propulsion and steering test north 
of Crescent Bay due to company policy.  VTS reached out to the vessel’s agents to inform them 
that the required steering and propulsion checks are to be conducted before entering the Strait of 
Juan de Fuca per regulations regardless of company policy. 

 On June 2 there were reports of mysterious odor in the vicinity of Samish Bay.  This was 
investigated by the Coast Guard.  It was determined to have been tank venting. There was no 
discharge in the water or other damage in the area.  The event was outside the Coast Guard 
jurisdiction and the CG case was closed.  Lovel Pratt noted there was another report of odor near 
Bellingham on June 3.  She asked if the tanks were empty or full and it was noted the tanks were 
empty.  Chris Wilke asked who has jurisdiction in this type of incident.  Sara Thompson from ECY 
noted that is an open question for Ecology and they are trying to get some clarity for these 
situation. 

 Laird Hail remarked the Coast Guard report is missing June transit data due to the VTS 
transitioning from one system to another in mid-June and the data did not come over as cleanly as 
expected.  With this change, we may have to revisit designation of vessel types.  The new system 
is universal among the  9 other VTSs so there is less flexibility in vessel type designation.   

 CAPT Sturgis noted Fleet Week and Sea Fair have kicked off this week.  The parade of ships will 
start today at noon.  The comment period for anchorage regulations ends on August 9th.  The first 
PAWSA meeting will take place October 25th and 26th  at Whatcom County EOC in Bellingham 
and everyone is encouraged to participate.  Transport Canada has been invited to participate in 
the meetings as well and will have representatives attend. 

 
Ports and Waterways Safety Assessment (PAWSA) 
LCDR Christina Sullivan, Waterways Management Division Chief, defined PAWSA and explained the 
process.  This will be a two day workshop that utilizes a waterways risk model to attempt to identify 
risk and mitigation measures.  The areas to be evaluated include Port Angeles Precautionary Area, 
Haro Strait, Boundary Pass and Rosario Strait.  There are 24 specific risk measures to be scored to 
determine a level of risk for those categories.  Two Coast Guard officers from Coast Guard 
headquarters will facilitate the workshop.  This is a collaborative process involving all waterways 
users.  Participation involves up to 40 primary professional and local experts. Federal, state and local 
government will also be involved.  More logistical information will be forthcoming.  More information 
about PAWSA in general can be found on the Navigation Center’s website. The Power Point 
presentation from today’s meeting will be on the HSC website.   
 
US Army Corps of Engineers Seattle District Report 
• John Pell from the Corps highlighted work being done by the Corps. The report will be posted on 

the PSHSC website. 
• No dredging at this time but dredging will resume later this fall. 
• PUGET participated in a multiagency spill response drill.  PUGET placed boom sections to 

simulate capturing oil during a spill.  
• Some lock closures in August and September.  Dates to be determined.  Please keep an eye out 

for notice of the closings. 
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Vessel Arrival Statistics – Passageline Data 
• In the interest of time, John Veentjer did not present the AIS passageline data graphics, however, 

they will be posted to the website as usual.  
• John did note there will now be AIS passageline data graphics for ATBs transits at the entrance to 

the Strait of Juan de Fuca and at the border in Georgia Strait. 
 
Northwest Association of Networked Ocean Observing Systems (NANOOS) – Dr. Jan Newton 
• Dr. Newton gave a presentation on the Northwest Association of Networked Ocean Observing 

Systems.  Her presentation will be made available on the HSC website.   
• NANOOS represents Washington and Oregon as a regional association that is a part of a national 

Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS).  NANOOS provides information and products related 
to weather and ocean data.  Their goal is to provide access to real time data forecasts.  NANOOS 
wants to make these tools useful to individuals and groups looking for this type of data.   

• Dr. Newton announced NANOOS recently received funds for two high-frequency (HF) radars to 
measure coastal surface currents. These will be sited in Washington.  Surface current data from 
HF radars can be used for search and rescue, tracking harmful algae blooms (HABs) or other 
floating items, model skill enhancement, maritime safety, and environmental risk reduction. This 
addition was part of a "Fill the Gaps" IOOS campaign aimed to address observing gaps in our 
national system. Dr. Newton wanted to elevate attention to NANOOS and invited anyone who had 
questions or was interested in becoming a NANOOS member organization to contact her. 

 
Harbor Safety Plan Update  - Future changes – new SOC subcommittee – Scott Ferguson 
• Scott noted he believed this new subcommittee will help take care and keep current the Harbor 

Safety plan.  When issues come up this group will gather on behalf of the HSC and be a forum to 
continue moving forward with our risk group work in Puget Sound.  Looking for a core group with 
broad representation to come together and periodically look at particular issues.  Scott would be 
happy to chair the new subcommittee.  Please submit your name to Scott if you have interest in 
joining this new subcommittee.  Scott drafted a charter for the subcommittee and it will be 
available on the HSC website.   

• John reminded the group that any SOC developed by this new subcommittee would have to come 
back to the whole committee for final approval.  These are voluntary Standards of Care and the 
group should be careful we aren’t circumventing requirements of law creating regulation or quasi 
regulation.   

 
Standing Committee Reports 
 Operations – Mike Moore noted LNG is permitted and moving ahead.  This will have some 
implications for vessel traffic.  In the container world, 20 carriers reduced down to 4 alliances carrying 
90 percent of cargo has had implications on port selection.  Port of Seattle has lost some market 
share while Prince Rupert has increased.  The offshore tracking information like that being done off 
the Aleutian Islands in Alaska is proving to be an important picture in the risk management continuum. 
 Membership 

• John has received two names of people interested in filling the Public at Large position.  
• Jack Harmon joined us in the Passenger Vessel seat at the last meeting but we still need 

alternates in this position.  We will continue to ask for names of people who can take fill 
current vacancies. 
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Other Business  

 
• Future meeting topics  
 Mike Moore suggested getting someone from the Northwest Seaport Alliance to present at a 

future meeting. 
 
 
 Green Marine – Eleanor Kirtley has agreed to come in October. 
 Spills Response 101 at a meeting in the future 
 Transport Canada has agreed to give us a presentation on Oceans Protection Plan (OPP) 

sometime in the future.  
• The West Coast Harbor Safety Committee Chairs Summit is coming up on October 25th and 26th  

in Long Beach, CA.  John cannot attend due to the PAWSA so he is looking for a representative to 
go on behalf of the PSHSC. 

• Maritime Commons -- John noted that Maritime Commons is an outstanding (online) newsletter 
put out by the Coast Guard and highly recommend that those who are interested in significant CG 
maritime safety happenings subscribe.   

 
Member and Advisor Reports 
Local Government – Todd thanked DOE and the Coast Guard for sending representatives to the 
Ecosystem Coordination Board meeting last month. 
Recreational Boating – Tracy noted there are more recreational boaters out on the waters. The waitlist 
for the Shilshole marina is over 500 and about half of those are looking for live-aboards. 
Native Americans – Makah have a representative attending the National Academy of Sciences Oil 
Spill panel today and tomorrow.  They are drafting a proposal to develop a tribal caucus in support of 
their initiative to establish US/Canadian transboundary vessel Safety conference.   
 
Meeting adjourned at Noon.  Next Meeting: Wednesday, October 4th at Port of Everett. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by:  Polly Lynch, Recorder 


