
PUGET SOUND HARBOR SAFETY COMMITTEE 
December 6, 2017 

 
John Veentjer called the meeting of the Puget Sound Harbor Safety Committee (PSHSC) to order at 
10:00 on December 6, 2017 at the Federal Center South Galaxy Room.   
 
Voting Members Present:   Advisors Present: 

Environmental Chris Wilke CG Sector Puget Snd CAPT Linda Sturgis 
Labor Vince O’Halloran USACE Brad Schultz 
Native American Amy Trainer NOAA Crescent Moegling 
Passenger Vsl Industry Jason Mihok WA Dept of Ecology CAPT Scott Ferguson(CGRet) 
Puget Sound Pilots Captain Jostein Kalvoy MARAD  
Public Ports Russ Read    
Public at Large Bill George   
Recreational Boaters Tracy McKendry   
Tug & Barge Mark Homeyer Marine Exchange  
State Ferry System Robert Price John Veentjer  
Petroleum Industry Carl Obermeier Polly Lynch  
Information & Services CAPT John Veentjer(CGRet)   
Commercial Fishing James Mize   
Local Government Todd Hass   
    
 
 
Others Present: 
Cain, Lon Norton Lily Snyder, Keven NW Seaport Alliance 
Doris, MSTCM Brenda USCG Morrison, Dan Harley Marine Services 
Coburn, Doug General Steamship Jensen, CDR Darwin USCG 
Hendricks, Paul Foss Maritime Dwyer, CAPT John(CGRet) USCG   
Tabisola, Joseph General Steamship Parks, Melissa Pew Charitable Trusts 
McFarland, Robert USCG Brace, Sarah Veda Environmental (OSTF) 
Mack, Chris Foss Maritime Sullivan, LCDR Christina USCG  
Rose, Eric Global Diving & Salvage Pearson, Susan SDDC 
Pawlicki, Pete Kirby Offshore Marine Berer, Jaimie Board of Pilotage Comm. 
Johnson, Jeramey Arrow Launch Blakesley, Chris Crowley 
Pratt, Lovel Friends of the San Juans Watts, LT Bryan USCG 
Gallo, Tiffany NRC Zappen, CWO3 Jeff USCG 
Skaggs, Lauren Foss Maritime Gordon, Fred Port of Everett 
Pearson, Susan SDDC Auer, Mike Maxum Petroleum 
Daley, Jim Foss Maritime Costanzo, Charlie AWO 
Felleman, Fred Wave Consulting Crowley, Monte Foss Maritime 
Fu, LCDR Hsingyen USCG Stryk, Linda Puget Sound Pilots 
  VonBrandenfels, Captain Eric Puget Sound Pilots 
  Harris, Captain John Puget Sound Pilots 
    
 
 
Roll Call and Introductions 
A quorum was present.  
CAPT Sturgis introduced Art Devon from the Canadian Coast Guard.  Mr. Devon is the co-chair of the 
Joint Coordinating Group of the Cooperative Vessel Traffic System. 
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Approval of Meeting Notes 
Notes from the October 4, 2017 meeting were approved. 
 
 
Coast Guard Sector Puget Sound Report 
 CWO3 Jeff Zappen presented the CG’s vessel transits report.  The Coast Guard report was 

distributed by email before the meeting and presented at the meeting and is to be posted to the 
PSHSC website. 

 Of special note:  A new software program was implemented in July and some glitches are still 
being worked out.  The way the software impacts the tug and tow data will be worked out over the 
year.  Fred Felleman said that he wants to be assured that this information reflects trends 
accurately.  

 
Vessel Arrival Statistics – AIS Passageline Data 
• John noted the data remains relatively steady across the AIS passagelines. 
• Passageline data created using MMSI for ATBs showed an unexplained dip in February 2017.  

May be due to bad weather; but really no explanation readily available. 
• Fred mentioned VTS knows what a tug is towing and it is not captured in any of the data 

presented.  Is there any effort to add that characterization or any way to get this information 
reflected in our data?  John noted this might easily be addressed by a change in AIS program 
details but more an IMO issue.  Charlie Costanzo suggested to Fred perhaps a letter could be 
written making a request for this information.  CAPT Sturgis suggested a workgroup could be 
formed to consider what additional information could be produced for the HSC reports given the 
capabilities of the new software system being used by VTS. 

 
US Army Corps of Engineers Seattle District Report 
• Brad Schultz from the Corps highlighted work being done by the Corps. The report will be posted 

on the PSHSC website. 
• Dredging on Skykomish and the upper part of the Duwamish. 
• PUGET removed 235 tons of debris. 
• Lock closures scheduled in February or March. 
 
Ports and Waterways Safety Assessment (PAWSA) Update 
• CAPT Sturgis gave an overview of the meeting held in October. The two day workshop included 

about 100 people.  There were 75 official participants.  The PAWSA looked at the waterway as a 
system and the usage of the waterway.  CAPT Sturgis explained some modifications were made 
to the typical national PAWSA model.  She expressed that one of the key takeaways from the two 
days was the strong interest in working with our Canadian partners to create a trans-boundary 
forum. John noted with Canada being involved, the HSC might be best suited to take the lead as 
the private sector. The PSHSC can work with our counterpart in British Columbia, PACMAR.  
They are willing to take this on with the HSC to create such a HSC like forum.  He suggested the 
first forum meeting would be about four hours and would be structured similarly to a HSC meeting 
with the agenda including presentations from US and Canadian Coast Guard.  The frequency of 
meetings is yet to be determined but this first meeting could kick off a periodic forum. 

• Lovel Pratt expressed she hoped the meeting would be open to the public and Canadian data 
would be made available and presented so it was clear and understandable.  Amy Trainor 
requested that first nations and treaty tribes are invited at the formation of the forum.  Fred 
Felleman noted the forum would need to meet frequently enough to make it worthwhile. 

• People interested in helping John plan this meeting can email him.  BC Task Force, the 
Department of Ecology and others have been engaged in this subject and will continue to help. 
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• The DC PAWSA team is drafting the report and it could be ready in February or March.  All parties 
involved with the PAWSA will be invited back for a final review of the report. 

 
West Coast HSC Chairs Summit Feedback – Carl Obermeier 
Carl attended the summit in Long Beach in October.  He reported it was a good meeting.  There were 
several interesting sessions including presentations on emerging technology and piloting, west coast 
oil movements, best practices for bunkering and offshore wind energy.   
 
Potential Workgroups – John mentioned that there are a couple issues of concern that first need to 
be flushed out by the experts on the matter to determine what action, if any, should be pursued.  This 
includes (1) concern about certification/recertification of bollard pull on harbor assist tugs and (2) 
lookouts on towing vessel moving oil barges.  These concerns may be considered for potential SOC 
workgroup formation at a future meeting based on the feedback from the experts. 
 
Standing Committee Reports 
 Admin – John recommended the meeting schedule for 2018 remain the same as 2017.  The first 
Wednesday of even months.  On rare occasion, the meeting may have to be moved due to conflicts.  
This may happen for the April meeting due to conflict with the Salish Sea Conference which starting 
that day. 
 Membership 

• John noted we still need alternates for Recreational Boating membership and a primary for 
Public at Large membership.  If you are interested in filling the position, please reach out to 
John by email with a bit about you, your experience and why you are interested in being on the 
committee. 

 Steering Committee 
• Small meeting was held to discuss international forum and the PAWSA. 

 
Other Business  
• Press lease available on back table regarding a waterways assessment on aids to navigation for 

all the west coast. 
• Ship Operations Cooperative Program put out a number of documents on prevention of 

harassment.  If you are interested in this you can go to their site. 
• Fred Felleman noted that perhaps the HSC could notify stakeholders about some of the regular or 

predictable maintenance at the terminals in Tacoma and Seattle that might impact waterway 
safety. 

 
Member and Advisor Reports 
Local Government – Todd thanked the Coast Guard for hosting the Puget Sound Partnership 
Leadership Council for a tour of the VTS.  The Salish Sea System conference is taking place the first 
week of April.  Todd is convening a couple of sessions on southern resident killer whales and noise 
and vessel traffic influences there.  Anyone interested in collaborating on that, there is a December 15 
deadline.  Todd also asked if there was a need for a venue or money for the transboundary forum as 
he is interested in helping. 
Public Ports – Russ Read noted a workgroup has been formed to discuss drones and he thought the 
information could be presented at a future HSC meeting. 
Recreational Boating – Tracy noted there are more recreational boaters out on the waters. The waitlist 
for the Shilshole marina looking for live-aboards increased another 10 percent. 
Labor – Vince asked the stakeholders present step up their participation in grass roots organizations 
because the maritime industry is the low hanging fruit of environmental activism.  The industry has a 
great record and this message needs to get out locally. 
Coast Guard – CDR Jensen noted the VTS center is open for people to visit.  It is a little more difficult 
to access because it is inside a secure space.  With some notice they are happy to show it off. Mr. 
Devon also noted that the Canadian VTS centers are also open to visitors.   
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Passenger Vessel – Jason Mihok noted that the weather buoy in the eastern SJDF is back online. 
Department of Ecology – Scott Ferguson noted the Columbia River VTRA has been submitted to the 
legislature.   
Native Americans – The Makah tribe will be attending the Northwest Area committee meeting 
tomorrow.   
Tug & Tow – relative to comment earlier about low ATB arrivals in February, Mark Homeyer noted 
Crowley had only one ATB in the area in February and the remaining six were down south.  
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:50.  Next Meeting: Wednesday, February 7th at Federal Center South; 
subsequently next meeting rescheduled to February 14th. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by:  Polly Lynch, Recorder 
 


