
PUGET SOUND HARBOR SAFETY COMMITTEE 
March 6, 2019 

 
John Veentjer called the meeting of the Puget Sound Harbor Safety Committee (PSHSC) to order at 
10:00 on March 6 at Foss Maritime at Terminal 5. 
 
 
Voting Members Present:   Advisors Present: 

Environmental Fred Felleman CG Sector Puget Snd CAPT Linda Sturgis 
Labor  Army Corps of Eng John Pell 
Native American  NOAA Crescent Moegling 
Passenger Vsl Industry Jack Harmon WA Dept of Ecology Scott Ferguson(CGRet) 
Puget Sound Pilots Jostein Kalvoy MARAD  
Public Ports Russ Read    
Public at Large Bill George   
Recreational Boaters Hobbs Buchanan   
Steamship Lines CAPT Mike Moore(CGRet) Marine Exchange  
Tug & Barge Mark Homeyer John Veentjer  
State Ferry System Robert Price Polly Lynch  
Petroleum Industry Dan Kovacich   
Information & Services CAPT John Veentjer(CGRet)   
Commercial Fishing James Mize   
Local Government    
 
 
Others Present: 
Anderson, Greg Seattle Fire Dept Snyder, Keven NW Seaport Alliance 
Auer, Mike Maxum Petroleum Buchanan, Hobbes Recreational Boating 
Costanzo, Charlie AWO Bever, Jamie Pilotage Commission 
Kirk, Brian ECY Nutt, Dan Kirby Offshore Marine 
Crowley, Monte Foss Maritime McFarland, Robert USCG 
Smedley, Larry Crowley Marine Gullickson, Matt Olympic Tug & Barge 
Meyers, Andrea Seattle Fire Dept Goodwin, Kelli Port of Seattle 
Mantha, Ian Transmarine Pawlicki, Pete Kirby Offshore Marine 
Dwyer, John USCG Kohlhass, Sol  Marathon Petroleum 
Shrewsbury, Russell Western Towboat Pearson, Susan SDDC 
Hail, Laird USCG VTS LaBlond, Rick Shell Trading 
Peschel, Jim Vane Line Bunkering Spencer, Steve Pacific Pile & Marine 
O’Brien, Joe NW Seaport Alliance Peterson, John Elliott Bay Design Group 
Mihok, Jason Victoria Clipper Goodwin, Kelli Port of Seattle 
Dengel, Rob ECY George, Bill National Cargo 
 
 
 
 
 
Roll Call and Introductions 
A quorum was present.  
 
 
Approval of Meeting Notes 
Notes from the October 10, 2018 meeting were approved.  
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Coast Guard Sector Puget Sound Report 
Captain Sturgis thanked everyone for their generous support of Coast Guard personnel during the 
government shut down.  The support was greatly appreciated by all.  
 
• LTJG Ellie Wu presented the CG’s vessel transits report.  The Coast Guard report was distributed 

by email before the meeting and presented at the meeting and is to be posted to the PSHSC 
website. 

• Of special note: Two tankers were on course to transit within 1,000 yards of one another near 
Vendovi Island. VTS had asked the vessels to keep well clear of one another.  Vendovi Island is in 
the special area where the well clear distance is 2,000 yards CPA.  The pilot on one of the tankers 
seemed unaware that Vendovi was in the special area but altered course to be well clear of the 
other vessel as required. This occurrence was a learning experience. 

 
US Army Corps of Engineers Seattle District Report 
• John Pell from the Corps highlighted work being done by the Corps. The report will be posted on 

the PSHSC website. 
• Dredging is complete. 
• The Puget will go to dry dock starting in May of 2019. 
• Routine lock closures will occur in October through November this year.   
 
NOAA Navigation Services Report 
There was no report today, however, this report will be a regular update at future meetings.   
 
Vessel Arrival Statistics – AIS Passageline Data 
• John noted the vessel arrival/crossing line data remains relatively steady, with some slight decline 

across some AIS passagelines and some slight incline on some.   
• Strait of Juan de Fuca shows a slight increase overall in the trend line in the number of deep draft 

vessels.  Have seen a very slight vessel traffic growth in this last year.   
• Haro Strait shows an increase overall which appears to be largely due to the increase in 

passenger vessels activities, likely more whale watching boats.  Boundary appears flat.  Rosario 
north is steady.  Admiralty shows an overall decline.   

• Arrivals of ATBs shows a decline overall in the last couple of years. 
• Dan Nutt noted there is no such thing as a trend for tug and barge industry when it comes to tank 

barges.  It fluctuates wildly with the oil markets.  He mentioned this to advise we should use a lot 
of caution when trying to establish trends or to point to significance of these so called trends. 

• These graphics will be available on the website. 
 
WA Department of Ecology Update on Substitute HB 1578 and SB 5578 – Rob Dengel  
Captain Sturgis asked DOE to help explain to the group one of the definitions that is in the bill. The bill 
puts tug escort requirements into place for Rosario Strait effective October 2019 for tankers between 
5,000 and 40,000 DWT as well as articulated barges and towed water born vessels or barges.  These 
vessels must be above 5,000 DWT.  All of this excludes vessels that provide bunker or refueling 
services.  The bill provides the Board of Pilotage commissioners rule making authority for of Puget 
Sound regarding tug escorts for these classes of vessels and allows them to revisit the requirements 
in Rosario as well.  Water born vessels or barges are already defined in Washington State law. There 
were several comments from committee members and audience members noting the language in the 
law is poorly written and problematic for many reasons.  John cut the further discussion short as this 
update was intended to be only that. 
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Sound Transit presentation regarding plans for routes north and west  
Steven Mack and Kate Lichtenstein gave a presentation of the various routing options proposed for 
Sound Transit segments through West Seattle and Ballard light rail link extensions.  They requested 
that people submit comments on the proposed options.  The deadline will hopefully be extended into 
April but is currently March 18.  (Post meeting: The deadline was extended to April 2).  All project 
information is available on the Sound Transit website. 
 
Transboundary Marine Safety Forum Joint PACMAR/PSHSC/NANS Meeting – John Veentjer 
The next joint meeting will be held some time the middle of this year.  The last meeting was held in 
conjunction with the JCG meeting.  The next JCG meeting is in Victoria in June.  The joint meeting is 
being considered for June, but in Vancouver, BC.  Clean Pacific is meeting June 18-20 and this may 
provide an opportunity to get a free space in conjunction with their meeting.  If this does not work out, 
June 11 would be the next preferred date.  The agenda for the joint meeting will likely include a focus 
topic for discussion in addition to updates from agencies.  Meeting will last 3 hours. 
 
Revisions and updates to the Harbor Safety Plan – John Veentjer  
John Veentjer noted he had one revision regarding the Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary.  
The revision was emailed out to everyone.  The change was approved and will go into the HSP as 
revised.  Changes to the plan can be made any time of the year but we seek to publish a revision, if 
needed, each June.  Charlie Costanzo suggested the bollard pull recertification could be considered 
as a SOC to be put into the plan.  There are things in the HSP that are not always communicated to 
the right people, so work still needed on distribution/communication..  
 
Standing Committee Reports 

• Admin –   PSHSC Meetings will remain on the same schedule in 2019. The committee voted 
for officers and all current officers were re-elected to their positions.  Secretary/Treasurer is 
currently open, however, the Marine Exchange performs these duties. Invoices for voluntary 
dues will be sent out later in March.  John Veentjer distributed the Marine Exchange invoice for 
2018.  The proposed budget for 2019 was also distributed.  John suggested the budget 
include a $500 contribution towards sponsoring the National Harbor Safety Conference which 
will be held June 25-27; this contribution was approved. 

• Operations – Mike Moore noted the Ocean Protection Plan up in Canada put two emergency 
response tugs (ETV) on the BC coast.  Apparently the role of these tugs was not well known 
and caused some question when a vessel lost propulsion more than one hundred miles 
offshore of Haida Gwaii and the Canadian tug only stood by until a commercial tug arrived and 
took the vessel in tow.  Reportedly, the Canadian ETVs will engage only in extremis situations 
and otherwise not compete with commercial assets.  

 
Members and Advisors Reports 
Passenger Vessels – Hobbes Buchanan noted there are about 6 to 8 grey whales in the area.  Be 
aware and go slow if you see a blow as these whales are clueless to vessels. As a fundraiser for the 
nonprofit Orca Protection and Rescue, Ghost Fish Breweries is releasing a new Killer Ale IPA beer.  
The release is on Saturday from 2:00 – 5:00.   
 
Other Business 
Maritime Gala is on March 23 and tickets are still available on the Seattle Propeller Club website. 

 
Meeting adjourned at Noon.  Next Meeting: Wednesday, April 3. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by:  Polly Lynch, Recorder 


