
PUGET SOUND HARBOR SAFETY COMMITTEE 
April 5, 2017 

 
John Veentjer called the meeting of the Puget Sound Harbor Safety Committee (PSHSC) to order at 
10:00 on April 5, 2017 at the Federal Center South.   
 
Voting Members Present:   Advisors Present: 
Environmental Chris Wilke CG Sector Puget Sound CAPT Linda Sturgis 
Labor Vince O’Halloran Army Corps of Engineers John Pell 
Native American Laura Nelson NOAA  
Passenger Vsl Industry  WA Dept of Ecology Brian Kirk 
Puget Sound Pilots Captain Jostein Kalvoy MARAD  
Public Ports Ed Madura    
Public at Large John Lauber   
Recreational Boaters Tracy McKendry   
Steamship Lines  Marine Exchange  
Tug & Barge Charlie Costanzo John Veentjer  
State Ferry System  Polly Lynch  
Petroleum Industry Frank Holmes   
Information & Services CAPT John Veentjer(CGRet)   
Commercial Fishing    
Local Government Todd Hass   

 
Others Present: 
Hail, CAPT Laird (CG Ret) USCG VTS Rodino, Sarah USCG 
Clark, George Public Coburn, Doug Gensteam 
Felleman, Fred Wave Consulting Jensen, Darwin USCG 
Costanzo, Charlie AWO Dwyer, John USCG 
Doucette, John Parmount Petroleum/Alon  Morris, Jim Witt O’Briens 
McFarland, Robert USCG Snyder, Keven NW Seaport Alliance 
George, William National Cargo Wright, John Polar Tankers 
Gordon, Fred Port of Everett Nelson, Phil Council of Marine Carriers 
Lablond, Rick Shell Trading Pearson, Susan USCG 
Cross, Keven MEBA Miller, Hans USACE 
Le Cato, Joe Foss Zangle, Krysta USCG 
Bolaffi, Miriam USCG Harris, Robert National Cargo Bureau 
Iddins, Bob ABS Consulting Parks, Melissa Pew Charitable Trusts 
Kirk, Brian DOE Brace, Sarah States/BC Oil Spill TF 
Pratt, Lovel Muln Cove Consulting Fu, Hsingyen USCG 
Sturgis, CAPT Linda USCG Blakesley, Chris Crowley 
Zappen, Jeff USCG Ramos, Ernest Olympic Tug & Barge 
Spence, Zachary USCG Sullivan, Christina USCG  
Gittins, Kevin Transmarine Navigation Hough, Nathaniel Kirby Offshore  

 
 
 
Roll Call and Introductions 
A quorum was present.  
 
Approval of Meeting Notes 
Notes from the February 1, 2017 meeting were approved.   
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Coast Guard Sector Puget Sound Report 
• CAPT Sturgis thanked everyone for their warm welcome to her.  She looks forward to getting 
know all the members and stakeholders of the committee.    
• BM Jeff Zappen presented the report.  The Coast Guard report was distributed by email before the 
meeting and at the meeting and is to be posted to the PSHSC website. 
• On February 8 Prince Rupert traffic lost all communication for about four hours due to a power 
surge.  Seattle VTS maintained radio guard, AIS and radar until they got their power back.  Traffic was 
managed mostly with AIS.  As a cooperative VTS, they would take over the responsibility for us if the 
same occurred here.  
• On February 7 there was a sailing boat regatta in the Des Moines area.  The operators ended up 
spreading across the lanes north bound and south bound.  There were no interactions or close calls 
but a pilot called VTS to report it.  The major issue was with radio channel monitoring.  The race 
organizers were not monitoring channel 14.  They couldn’t hear VTS calling them.  The organizers 
were advised as to what they need to do to continue holding events in the future. 
• Chris Wilke asked if there had been an oil spill in the last few months.  The COTP report is primary 
vessel traffic and some associated incident/accident information; it does not include pollution reports, 
particular from moored vessels. The case to which Chris was referring was a tug spill at a dock; the 
tug was moored not underway.  It was also not within the period of the report. 
 
Vessel Arrival Statistics – Passageline Data 
John Veentjer presented graphics of AIS passageline data.  Traffic remains stable with no significant 
change.   Fred Felleman noted there is a trend towards larger container ships.  John stated while the 
size of container ships may be trending larger, the number of arrivals is trending downward.  Lovell 
Pratt asked if tank vessel traffic was in fact increasing.  John noted tank vessel traffic is declining. 
 
US Army Corps of Engineers Seattle District Report 
• John Pell from the Corps highlighted work being done by the Corps and distributed the written 

report. The report will be posted on the PSHSC website. 
• The Puget will be participating in a multiagency spill cleanup drill in May. 
• John Lauber asked if the USACE see any funding issues in the near future.  John Pell wasn’t 

aware of any issues. 
• Charlie Constanzo noted the draft study of the economic impact of the Ballard Locks is nearing 

completion.  The goal of the study is to present the economic impact in hopes of getting more 
adequate funding for repairs.  It is an important effort for a vital facility like this.  Please consider 
supporting the goal with a contribution.  This report may be presented at a future meeting. 

 
Salish Sea Workshop/VTRA 2015 Next Step Update  
• John Veentjer noted that Todd Hass was working on a letter request from the HSC to the Coast 

Guard to do a PAWSA.  The geographic scope would include larger area of the eastern strait, 
Haro/Boundary and Rosario. The letter does not make any recommendations, it is simply a 
request to do a PAWSA.  John asked if the committee would give approval to the letter such that 
he could sign it without having to wait for the next meeting or an online clearance.  Vince 
O’Halloran made a motion to approve the authoring of such a letter and it was seconded by John 
Lauber. The letter will go to Sector Puget Sound for an endorsement and then up the chain (after 
meeting note:  the letter became mute and CGHQ has already agreed to do the PAWSA). 

• A more detailed discussion on workshop initiatives will take place at the June meeting in Tacoma. 
Sarah Brace, coordinator of BC Task Force, let everyone know there will be a pause in some 
cross border discussions due to the elections ongoing in BC.  The conversation will resume but 
not until a new cabinet is formed. 
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Harbor Safety Plan Update  
• The Anchoring SOC has been approved and posted and will be incorporated into the HSP. 
• Future changes to the HSP to consider include difference between the Safety Zone vs Navigation 

Rules, offshore routing SOC, earthquake preparedness in the maritime domain.  
• CAPT Sturgis wants to identify key stakeholders and come up with a consolidated communication 

list to utilize during a Cascadia event or tsunami. 
 

Standing Committee Reports 
Membership – a few people will be leaving the committee.  Still looking for Citizen at Large by the end 
of the year, Passenger Vessel representative as well as Recreational Boating.  Please let John know 
if you have anyone interested in serving in these positions.  It was suggested that we should consider 
having one of the ship agents be on the committee.  
 
Other Business 
• Hydrographics Services Review Committee meeting April 18 &19 – John encouraged people 

to attend this open public meeting. 
• NOAA on action on petition for whale protection area – Should HSC submit a letter to the 

docket on this matter.  Jostein Kalvoy noted part of the proposed buffer zone encroaches on the 
northbound traffic lane on southwest side of San Juan Island.  The comment period ends on April 
13; John noted the deadline is so close that it will be difficult to get consensus on a letter in time 
but he could put together a very simple letter suggesting that any action be mindful of the vessel 
traffic in the area and avoid unintended consequences.  Others present at the meeting indicated 
that their organization had already submitted their own letter on the matter.  If the petition results 
in rulemaking, there will be other opportunities for the HSC to comment.  Thus, no HSC letter at 
this time, but members who haven’t already done so, should consider submitting a letter. 

• Future meeting topics –  
o Spill Response 101 - a basic presentation at the end of a meeting later in the year could be 

arranged.  If the group shows interest, John will get someone to come in to give a simple 
briefing. 

o Green Marine – a representative of the group could come and give a presentation about what 
they do. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 11:50.  Next Meeting: Wednesday, June 7 in Tacoma 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by:  Polly Lynch, Recorder 


