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Note:  These include intra and inter port transits and 
represent movements of all participating vessels 
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02 Jul 14 Location:  Strait of Juan de Fuca 
Involved Parties:  738 FOOT BULK CARRIER AND 656 FOOT BULK 
CARRIER DANGEROUS OCCURRENCE 
Issue:  Dangerous Occurrence 
Actions Taken:  Two bulk carriers were outbound for sea after disembarking their 
pilots at the Victoria Pilot Station and were proceeding via the traffic lane nearly 
side by side in Canadian waters.  Both had just been "handed off" from Victoria 
Traffic to Seattle Traffic at the CVTS Exchange Line due east of Race Rocks.  
The slightly slower of the two bulk carriers was to starboard and slightly ahead of 
the other bulk carrier when it inexplicably altered course to port to about 180 
degrees true toward the other bulk carrier placing them on a collision course.  
Unfortunately, neither vessel was communicating with each other at this point.  
The VTS Operator directed the slower bulk carrier to come back to starboard, but 
this direction was largely unsuccessful and eventually required a direction to be 
issued to the faster bulk carrier to open the CPA slightly by coming to port.  VTS 
computed the two vessels at 0.13NM (260 yards) separation.  The two vessels 
continued southbound toward the rotary in the center of the Strait of Juan de Fuca 
again nearly side by side and, it became apparent that the faster bulk carrier 
wanted to turn to starboard into the outbound traffic lane in front of the slower 
bulk carrier.  The VTS Operator directed both vessels to make passing 
arrangements and directed the slower vessel to further slow or alter course to 
starboard, although again VTS directions were largely unsuccessful.  The faster 
bulk carrier then commenced their turn to starboard rather than delaying their turn 
to ensure adequate separation to stay well clear of the other bulk carrier.  VTS 
computed this CPA at 0.15-0.2NM (300-400 yards).  The weather at time of 
incident was unlimited visibility, winds west 30 knots, seas 6-8' swell with 1-2' 
chop. 
Initial take aways: 
Further Actions/Comments: It remains unclear why the slower bulk carrier 
initially altered course to port unless they thought they could safely pass under the 
stern of the faster bulk carrier to allow it to take the "inside track" for the 
upcoming turn to starboard.  Neither Master appeared to be on the bridge, likely 
having gone below upon disembarking the BC Pilot and probably ordered 
inexperienced 3rd Mates to "follow the trackline and head out to sea."  Both 
vessels exhibited stubborn behavior without taking into account how their actions 
would affect the other vessel.  Although both mates appeared to have a 
rudimentary knowledge of English, they often repeated back VTS 
communications, referred to calling in points by their number and not geographic 
reference, and largely did not take appropriate action to control the movement of 
their vessels after receiving VTS directions.  Transport Canada Marine Safety and 
Security is following up to investigate this incident. 
 
 
 
 
 



08 Jul 14 Location:  Rosario Strait 
Involved Parties:  70 FOOT TUG WITH TOW 
Issue:  Navigation Safety Concern 
Actions Taken:  While proceeding southbound in Rosario Strait during an ebb 
current, a tug towing a loaded lime rock barge was observed by the VTS Operator 
to have departed the one lane Traffic Separation Scheme to the west and was in 
danger of colliding with Black Rock Lighted Buoy 11.  The tug was contacted by 
VTS and advised twice that they were drifting outside the traffic lane and 
instructed to regain the traffic lane.  The vessel was then observed to make an 
approximate 40 degree course change to the port to regain the center of the 
southbound traffic lane within the Traffic Separation Scheme.   
Further Actions/Comments:  A Letter of Education was sent to the Canadian 
towing company along with a copy of the Rosario Towing Vessel Operations 
Harbor Safety Plan Standard of Care effective 01 Jan 2014.  This is the first and 
only incident of this type that has occurred implementation of the new Calling In 
Point and SOC. 
 

9 Jul 14 Location: Entrance to the Strait of Juan de Fuca 
Involved Parties:  582 FOOT BULK CARRIER AND 965 FOOT 
CONTAINER SHIP 
Issue:  Navigation Safety Concern  
Actions Taken:  The VTS Operator observed an inbound bulk carrier approaching 
the “J” buoy from the south and another inbound container ship approaching the 
“J” buoy from the west converging without hearing passing arrangements.  The 
VTS Operator called the MCTS Operator at Tofino Traffic who then alerted the 
vessels.  The vessels passed safely with a CPA of 0.7nm.   
Further Actions/Comments:  The incident will be reviewed by the Cooperative 
VTS Procedures Committee.   
 

11 Jul 14 Location:  Entrance to the Strait of Juan de Fuca 
Involved Parties: 18 FOOT RECREATIONAL FISHING VESSEL 
Issue:  Navigation Safety Incident, Near Collision, Contravention of Rule 10 
Actions Taken:  A small recreational fishing vessel was operating in the vicinity 
of the “J” buoy in the outbound traffic lane and reported that they had been struck 
by an outbound cargo vessel in dense fog and were taking on water.  It was later 
determined that the bow wake from the cargo ship had swamped the recreational 
fishing vessel and they had not actually collided.  The cargo vessel was unaware 
of the presence of the smaller vessel.   
Further Actions/Comments:  No damage or injuries resulted and the recreational 
fishing vessel was able to eventually proceed back to port on its own power.  
Vessels under 20 meters in length and fishing vessels impeding vessels following 
the traffic lanes continues to be the cause of approximately 80% of dangerous 
marine occurrences within Salish Sea waters.   
 
 
 



11 Jul 14 Location:  Admiralty Inlet 
Involved Parties:  274 FOOT WASHINGTON STATE FERRY AND 50 
FOOT YACHT   
Issue:  Navigation Safety Incident, Contravention of COLREGS 
Actions Taken:  A ferry was crossing eastbound from Port Townsend to 
Coupeville when a southbound yacht did not give way in accordance with Rule 
15.  The ferry was required to come full astern and sound the danger signal 
several times to avoid collision.   
Further Actions/Comments:  The CPA was 0.1 NM (200 yards).  The information 
on the near miss was passed along to USCG Sector Investigations. 
 

23 Aug 14 Location:  Entrance of Strait of Juan de Fuca 
Involved Parties: 131 FOOT ATB AND SMALL SPORT FISHING VESSEL 
Issue:  Near Collision 
Actions Taken:  A sport fishing vessel operating at the “Chicken Ranch” near 
Buoy Juliett impeded the passage of an outbound empty ATB in dense fog 
requiring the ATB to make a drastic course alteration.  There were numerous 
sport fishing vessels in the area at the time clogging the outbound traffic lane.   
Further Actions/Comments:  Despite numerous vessel transit safety broadcasts 
made by Tofino Traffic throughout the day, none of the sport fishing vessels 
cleared the area for vessel traffic following the TSS and often blocked the entire 
width of the outbound lane.  Canadian Coast Guard intends to follow up with 
Transport Canada Office of Boating Safety. 
 

24 Aug 14 Location:  Puget Sound 
Involved Parties: 75 FOOT PURSE SEINE FISHING VESSEL 
Issue:  Navigation Safety Incident 
Actions Taken:  A fishing vessel proceeding southbound east of the traffic lanes 
enroute Shilshole was proceeding toward Meadow Point during the early morning 
hours prior to sunrise and appeared to be unaware its trackline was heading 
toward land.  The VTS Operator called the vessel and warned them of the hazard 
and observed the vessel make a substantial course change to starboard to avoid 
shoal water.  The visibility was unlimited with light winds at the time.  
Further Actions/Comments:  The fishing vessel was not a required VTS 
participant, but had checked in with VTS and was being radar tracked on a 
voyage from Alaska to Seattle. 
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