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Port Safety: 
 
 
02 Mar 13  
Location:  Anacortes, WA 
Involved Parties:  900 ft. Tank Ship    
Issue:  Recertification of Load Line 
Actions Taken:  On entry into Sector Puget Sound’s Captain of the Port Zone, with intentions of travelling 
beyond the Discovery Island Light/New Dungeness Light, a tank vessels’ Load Line Certificate had a GWT of 
159,453.  Vessel was issued a COTP Order to anchor at Port Angeles, WA, with further instructions to obtain a 
Recertification Load Line Certificate to verify the ship is less than 124,499 GWT.  
Further Actions/Comments:  On 04MAR2013, the Vessel was issued an Interim Load Line Certificate by 
their Classification Society.  The Coast Guard cancelled the COTP order after finding the Interim Load Line 
satisfactory.  Coast Guard case closed. 
 
17 Mar 2013 
Location:  Lake Union, WA 
Involved Parties:  55 ft. Inspected Sailing Vessel 
Issue:  Flooding 
Actions Taken:  While underway with 19 POB a crewmen noticed exhaust coming into the cabin.  The   
crewmen checked the engine compartment and found water entering the vessel through a broken exhaust hose 
fitting on the main engine cooling system.  
Further Actions/Comments: All the passengers were transferred to a Harbor Patrol vessel and the sailing     
vessel was moored safely at the wooden dock on Lake Union.  The Coast Guard is conducting an Investigation 
to determine the causal factors of the incident.  There were no injuries or pollution as a result of this incident.  
Coast Guard case pending. 
 
28 Mar 13  
Location:  Tacoma, WA 
Involved Parties:  935 ft. Container Ship 
Issue:  Loss of Propulsion 
Actions Taken:  While a Container vessel was departing Tacoma, it lost propulsion due to a loss of lube oil 
pressure to the main engine.  Vessel anchored in Smith Cove, WA.  Vessel was issued a COTP Order stating 
while the vessel is at anchor, they shall procure tug(s) of adequate size and horsepower to standby while at 
anchor.  Also a survey was to be performed by the vessel’s classification society, indicating completion of 
repairs prior to departure.    
Further Actions/Comments: The vessel procured a tug of adequate size and horsepower to standby while at 
anchor.  The Coast Guard received the required Classification Society Survey Report and found the report 
satisfactory, subsequently cancelling the COTP order.  As reported by class, the issue was caused by a dirty 
discharge filter on the Alpha Lubricate System.  Coast Guard case closed. 
 
09 APR 13 
Location:  Seattle, WA  
Involved Parties:  650 ft. Container Vessel  
Issue:  Propulsion Restriction.    
Actions Taken:  During outbound transit from Seattle, WA, a Container vessel reported a high temperature 
alarm on the intermediate shaft bearing, restricting the vessel’s propulsion and requiring the main engine to be 
secured in order to allow the bearings to drop in temperature.   A COTP Order was issued requiring the vessel to 
proceed to anchorage in Port Angeles, WA.  A survey was required from the vessel’s classification society 
attesting to the satisfactory repairs of the shaft bearing as well as the root cause of the casualty.   
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Further Actions/Comments:  The Coast Guard received the Classification Society Survey report stating that 
the anti-rotation pin and temperature sensor had sheared off, radial scoring found in way of ball seat, 
upper/lower intermediate bearings had smeared, and oil disc had slight damage.  The survey report continued on 
to state that the following was repaired:  bearing set, including anti-rotation pin, temperature sensor, bearing 
upper/lower shell, upper/lower bearing, oil disc and scrapper (replaced by manufacture rep).  The Coast Guard 
found the report satisfactory and subsequently cancelled the COTP order.  Coast Guard case closed. 
 
12 Apr 2013 
Location:  Boundary Bay 
Involved Parties:  110 ft Uninspected Towing Vessel 
Issue:  Flooding 
Actions Taken:  While operating off the coast of Ferndale, WA with a loaded tank barge in tow, the vessel 
reported they were taking on water in the engine room.  The crew located the source of the flooding and 
temporary repairs were made to control the flooding.  The source of the flooding was a two inch by two inch 
fracture in the hull on the starboard side in way of the engine room.  The fracture occurred while the vessel was 
getting underway from pier 66 in Ferndale, WA. 
Further Actions/Comments:  With the flooding under control the vessel was escorted to Anacortes, WA by a 
Coast Guard asset and an assist tug.  The Coast Guard is conducting an investigation to determine the causal 
factors of the incident.  There was no pollution or injuries stemming from the incident. Coast Guard case 
pending. 
 
17 Apr 13  
Location:  Anacortes Anchorage 
Involved Parties:  590 ft. Tank Ship 
Issue:  Engine Maintenance 
Actions Taken:  A Tank vessel requested to temporarily shut down its main engine in order to conduct 
maintenance while at the Anacortes Anchorage.  A COTP Order was issued requiring the vessel to procure tugs 
to standby while at anchor until propulsion capabilities were restored.  
Further Actions/Comments:  The vessel procured a tug of adequate size and horsepower to standby while at 
anchor.  The COTP order was cancelled.  Coast Guard case closed. 
 
21 Apr 2013 
Location:  Wasp Passage 
Involved Parties:  42 ft. Inspected Passenger Vessel 
Issue:  Grounding 
Actions Taken:  While operating with 10 passengers onboard, the vessel ran aground on uncharted rocks.  The 
passengers were taken to shore with one of the owner’s other vessels.  Two passengers were injured and 
received medical attention.  Drug and alcohol testing were conducted. 
Further Actions/Comments: The Coast Guard is conducting an investigation to determine the causal factors. 
There was no pollution as a result of this incident.  Coast Guard case pending. 
 
21 Apr 13 
Location:  Seattle, WA 
Involved Parties:  120 ft. Passenger Vessel 
Issue:  Loss of Steering 
Actions Taken:  A Passenger vessel experienced a control failure alarm, leading to a loss of steering on the port 
bridge wing, then resulting into the stern hitting the Pier 69 buoy leading to damage of the hydraulic fittings on 
the port water jet hydraulic ram.  A COTP Order was issued for the vessel to remain at Pier 69 until successful 
repairs had been made to the steering system including all control failure alarms on port and starboard water 
jets.   Additionally, vessel was to ensure successful repairs were made to all fittings on the port and starboard 
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water jet hydraulic rams.  Finally, a survey report was required to be performed by the vessel’s classification 
society indicating completion of repairs.   
Further Actions/Comments:  The Coast Guard received the required Classification Society Survey Report and 
found the report satisfactory and subsequently cancelled the COTP order.  Coast Guard case closed. 
 
30 Apr 2013 
Location:  Strait of Juan De Fuca 
Involved Parties:  609 ft. Foreign Freight Vessel 
Issue:  Loss of Electrical Power / Loss of Propulsion 
Actions Taken:  While inbound to Port Angeles to embark a pilot, the ship’s service generator tripped off line 
due to a low fuel oil service tank level.  The loss of electrical power caused the main engine lube oil pumps to 
shutdown, in turn causing the main engine to trip off line due to low lube oil pressure.  
Further Actions/Comments:  The vessel switched its generator fuel oil suction to the settling tank and 
restarted the plant.  A COTP order was issued requiring two assist tugs for the remainder of its transit to 
Schnitzer Steel in Tacoma.  Vessel was switching from heavy fuel oil to diesel oil for the generators and 
misread the level of the diesel fuel service tank.  Coast Guard case closed. 
 
 
VESSEL TRAFFIC CENTER:   
 
 
7 Mar 13 
Location:  Rosario Strait 
Involved Parties:  79 ft. Commerical Fishing Vessel 
Issue:  Navigation Safety Concern 
Actions Taken:  A northbound fishing vessel transiting Rosario Strait to Blaine was observed by the VTS 
Operator to be steering erratic courses and not following the prescribed TSS.  When queried, the vessel operator 
stated they were having compass problems, however had failed to notify VTS of the hazardous vessel operating 
condition prior to entering the VTS Special Area. 
Further Actions/Comments:  Since the vessel has had a history of recent Navigation Rules and VTS 
violations, Coast Guard Sector Puget Sound conducted a boarding of the vessel and issued a COTP Order to 
repair numerous deficiencies prior to sailing again.  Coast Guard case closed.  
 
10 Mar 13  
Location:  Strait of Juan de Fuca 
Involved Parties:  131 ft. Commercial Fishing Vessel 
Issue:  Navigation Safety Concern 
Actions Taken:  An eastbound fishing vessel approaching the Port Angeles rotary was not monitoring the VTS 
frequency as required and was navigating in a manner that was developing an extremis situation with an 
inbound container ship bound for the Victoria Pilot Station and an outbound tank vessel departing the Port 
Angeles Pilot Station.  The VTS Operator was able to reach the fishing vessel on Channel 16, switch them to 
the VTS frequency and recommended they alter course to starboard to stay clear of the two deep draft vessels 
which they did. 
Further Actions/Comments:  N/A; Coast Guard case closed. 
 
29 Mar 13  
Location:  Strait of Juan de Fuca 
Involved Parties:  558 ft. Bulk Carrier 
Issue:  Navigation Safety Concern 
Actions Taken:  An eastbound bulk carrier approaching the Port Angeles rotary and bound for the Port Angeles 
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Pilot Station was attempting to overtake an eastbound ATB bound for Anacortes on the ATB’s port side.  The 
VTS Operator was unable to reach the bulk carrier on any frequency for 20 minutes.  Eventually the VTS 
Operator reached the bulk carrier and recommended they alter course to starboard to overtake the ATB on the 
ATB’s starboard side.  The bulk carrier was observed to make a 90 degree course change to starboard to safely 
pass astern of the ATB and overtake the ATB on its starboard side. 
Further Actions/Comments:  N/A; Coast Guard case closed. 
 
31 Mar 13  
Location: Puget Sound 
Involved Parties:  75 ft. Pleasure Yacht 
Issue:  Navigation Safety Concern 
Actions Taken:  A northbound yacht departing Seattle for Sucia Island proceeded northbound departing Puget 
Sound in the southbound traffic, failed to respond to VTS hails on any frequency, and passed to the west of two 
precautionary area buoys breaking down order and predictability of traffic flow and adversely affecting other 
vessel’s navigation safety.  Additionally, the vessel was displaying erroneous AIS information.  Eventually 
communications were established with the vessel and the operator was educated on the Navigation Rules and 
VTS regulations. 
Further Actions/Comments:  Coast Guard Sector Puget Sound sent the owner a Letter of Education/Warning.  
Coast Guard case closed. 
 
18 Apr 13  
Location: Strait of Juan de Fuca 
Involved Parties:  181 ft. Canadian Coastal Defence Vessel 
Issue:  Navigation Safety Concern 
Actions Taken:  An HMCS warship was eastbound from the vicinity of Race Rocks crossing the TSS just 
south of the Victoria Traffic handoff line in Canadian waters and made passing arrangements to cross ahead of a 
northbound bulk carrier passing through the Port Angeles rotary bound for the Victoria Pilot Station.  Upon 
observing a close aboard situation developing, the VTS Operator projected that the bulk carrier would pass 
ahead of the HMCS warship by 300 yards, and in accordance with the Navigation Rules directed the HMCS 
warship to alter course to starboard and pass astern of the bulk carrier which they did.   
Further Actions/Comments:  Coast Guard District 13 was advised of the incident so that MARPAC Esquimalt 
could be appraised of the incident.  Coast Guard case closed. 
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