
Puget Sound Area Seaport Disaster Operations Group 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Purpose: The purpose of this agreement is to provide expert assistance to neighboring Ports during a 

disaster of sufficient size as to make it difficult for a single Port to recover operations in a timely manner 

without outside assistance. The agreement will provide assistance in the form of experienced marine 

maintenance personnel and equipment, and emergency management staff or others as requested by 

the impacted facility. The goal is to support regional resilience by ensuring that critical Maritime 

Infrastructure can recover quickly to support local response efforts as well as the regional economy. 

Scope:  Initially, the agreement includes the major Puget Sound ports, but could be expanded to include 

a wider geographical area if there is interest in pursuing it.  The agreement covers liability, financing, 

notification, resource management and provides the protocol and structure for assistance. 

Assumptions:   It is assumed that: 

 Participation by signatories is voluntary, any signatory can deny a request for assistance if it is 

not in the best interest of the responding entity.   

 Agreement would not be enacted for minor events such a labor disputes, backlog of regular 

work, etc.   

 The requesting agency has exhausted its own internal resources before requesting outside 

assistance.  

 After the initial grace period, the requesting agency would be billed for services provided by the 

responding agency at an agreed upon rate. 

 Legalities, union contracts, costs, etc. will be defined in the agreement to the satisfaction of all 

signatory agencies, and must be approved by elected officials or executive officers. 

Concept of Operations: 

 All signatory Ports will provide a list of equipment/personnel available for loan to other Ports.  

 Each signatory Port will have a copy of the Resource List and Request form for use during a 

disaster. 

 There will be two MAA Coordinators, this duty will rotate among the signatory Ports on an 

annual basis. 

 The current Resource and Contact lists will be maintained by the MAA Coordinators. 

 The impacted Port will send a request for assistance to the Coordinator who will facilitate 

organizing the resources (from multiple sources if needed) to assist the impacted Port . 

 For the first 8 hours of assistance, the wages and other expenses will be borne by the responding 

agency, any assistance rendered after that time will be billed to the impacted Port. 

 Updates to the resource and notification lists will be conducted annually. 


